
English Department        Creative Writing 

 

I. Instructional Philosophy 
 
Students in the creative writing course will develop an understanding and 
appreciation for writing.  Various assignments and experiences will help students in 
expressing their ideas and in furthering personal growth.  Writing portfolios, projects, 
discussions, and individual journals will be used to connect students with the creative 
writing processes.   
 
 

II. Course Overview 
 

This course, which is open to students of all academic and grade levels, is conducted 
as a reading and writing workshop.  Students discuss and write within a variety of 
genres and styles that they are exposed to.  Whenever possible, student interests guide 
the instructor’s selection of materials and required pieces.  Also, students are 
encouraged to submit their work to contests and publications.   

 

III. Knowledge and Skills Objectives 
 
Students will be able to: 
 

1. Broaden their understanding of different styles and themes of various genres. 
2. Learn more about their writing through discussion with others. 
3. Write their thoughts down efficiently in a timed format. 

 

IV. Units of Study 
 

The following course activities will be performed to achieve the previously stated 
objectives: 
 
1. Reading and discussion of selections in a range of styles and themes 

We are always learning from others.  Reading what others have written 
will expand students’ understanding and opens their thoughts to a range of 
possibilities. 

2. Journal writing 



While in class students will be asked to respond to various prompts.  
Additionally, they will be encouraged to jot down thoughts, phrases, 
words, descriptions, conversations, and events that occur outside of class 
and are worth remembering. 

3. Timed writing 
Learning to do something better requires discipline.  Timed writing will 
help students get their thoughts down on paper instead of falling victim to 
insecurities, distractions, laziness or some likewise debilitating syndrome. 

4. Reading work aloud 
Reading aloud helps students to hear themselves as writers and allows 
them to share in their unique approach to life and writing. 

5. Discussing work and giving/getting feedback 
Through conversation students may discover how their writing affects 
others and they may wish to revise and develop it. 

6. Project writing 
By the end of the semester students will be responsible for submitting a 
body of writing that represents their best work.   

 

V. Assessments 

Students are assessed in the following ways: 

1. Essay assignments 
2. Creative writing 
3. Journal writing 
4. Timed writing 
5. Project writing 
6. Portfolio compilation 
7. Class participation 


